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On the Revisions to the Chapter “Application of Laws in Relation to
Foreign-Related Matters” of the New Chinese Maritime Code

ZHOU Jiang, YAN Peng

(School of International Law,Southwest University of Political Science and Law,Chongqging 401120, China)

Abstract: The Chapter “ Application of Laws in Relation to Foreign-Related Matters” of the New Chinese Maritime
Code systematically develops and improves the rules governing the application of laws to foreign-related maritime
matters. It explicitly stipulates that the Chapter “Contract of Carriage of Goods by Sea” shall apply to contracts for
international carriage of goods by sea where the port of loading or port of discharge is within the territory of China. It
supplements the rules on the application of laws to foreign-related rights in rem over ships, adjusts provisions con-
cerning the application of laws to collision of ships, general average and ship-source oil pollution involving foreign
elements, thereby establishing a relatively complete system of rules for the application of laws to foreign-related
maritime matters. The Chapter “ Application of Laws in Relation to Foreign-Related Matters” follows the trend of
private international law to soften connecting factors and helps strengthen China’ s voice in the international
maritime rule system. In the implementation of the law, the legislative spirit and intent of the new Chinese Maritime
Code ought to be fully understood to ensure the accurate application of the provisions of the Chapter “ Application of
Laws in Relation to Foreign-Related Matters” .

Key words: revision of the Chinese Maritime Code; foreign-related civil relationships; application of laws; con-

necting factors
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