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The Normative Path of Maritime Administrative Law Enforcement by Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
TANG Weiran
(School of Law, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract ; The legitimacy of employing unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) as auxiliary tools in maritime administra-
tive law enforcement derives from explicit authorizations under both international treaties and domestic legislation.
The operational characteristics of UAVs manifest in the expansion of enforcement space and the enhancement of effi-
ciency, while simultaneously posing challenges to the determination of the legal effect of enforcement actions and to
procedural rules. According to the nature of authority and types of conduct, UAVs may be applied in such phases as
monitoring and evidence collection, warning and intervention, and auxiliary decision-making. Patrol operations
shall comply with the provisions of the Interim Regulation on the Administration of the Flight of Unmanned Aircraft
regarding the competent approval authorities and airspace scope, and shall adopt a two-person collaboration model
with explicit disclosure of law enforcement identity. Prior to ship boarding inspections, UAVs shall be employed to
conduct preliminary risk assessments, and the use of force during such inspections is prohibited. Evidence
collection must balance technical specifications with legality, and shall fulfill obligations of information disclosure
and privacy protection. The exercise of the right of hot pursuit shall rely on reliable positioning to ensure effective
receipt of stop orders, and may be interrupted only when the pursuing authority completely loses its pursuit capabili-
ty and no alternative force is available. Given that UAVs lack the capacity to take compulsory measures against the
property or persons involved in a case, regulatory efforts shall focus on refining the procedures for approval and re-
porting. In administrative sanctions, evidentiary materials obtained by UAVs are subject to the preponderance of ev-
idence standard, and carry relatively high probative value in summary and expedited procedures.

Key words: UAVs; maritime administrative law enforcement; remote enforcement; regulatory measures
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