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Improvement of China’s Online Protection System for Minors in the Era of Artificial Intelligence
XU Jing
(Law School , Fuzhou University , Fuzhou 350108 , China)

Abstract: China’ s regulatory system for the online protection of minors embodies a restrictive protection model,
and the long-established path dependency on paternalism with rigid restrictions at its core presents certain inherent
conflicts. In the era of artificial intelligence, the core of the transformation of the online protection model for minors
lies in achieving a shift from a restrictive approach to a regulatory approach. This involves correcting the alienated
governance logic centered on state parental authority in favor of the principle of maximizing the best interests of mi-
nors, transitioning from bureaucratic governance to collaborative governance involving multiple stakeholders, and
adhering to a comprehensive rights perspective that balances the protection of minors’ rights to survival and devel-
opment. By establishing a system of guardian consent rules, this paper refines the identification rules for minors’
consent capacity and behavioral capacity. This paper clarifies the standards for unified rights and responsibilities
across multiple online platforms, conducts risk-based responsibility classification, and sets strict proportionality
constraints. This paper emphasizes the legal obligation of generative artificial intelligence to align with minors’ val-
es, promoting positive interactions between data utilization and public welfare, thereby achieving institutional con-
vergence between specialized artificial intelligence regulations and regulations on the protection of minors.

Key words: artificial intelligence; minors; online protection; platform liability
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