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Revision of Chapter “Contract of Carriage of Goods by Sea” in Chinese Maritime Code .

Legal Succession and Innovation
HU Zhengliang
(School of Law ,Shanghai Maritime University , Shanghai 201306, China)

Abstract ; The revision of Chapter “Contract of Carriage of Goods by Sea” in Chinese Maritime Code complied with
problem-orientation and balancing stability and innovation of the legal regime of carriage of goods by sea, and en-
hanced enforceability and standardization of legal norms. In terms of form, Section “Electronic Transport Record”
has been added and the original Section “Special Provisions Regarding Voyage Charter Party” has been removed to
Chapter “Charter Parties”. In terms of content, contract of domestic carriage of goods by sea has been included in
the scope of application of this Chapter with several special provisions, and an approach of minimum dual regimes
has been adopted. Continuing to be based on the provisions regarding carrier’ s obligations, exemptions and limita-
tion of liability contained in the Hague-Visby Rules, the hybrid regime has been optimized by reference to the pro-
visions on electronic transport record, transport document, shipper’s obligation to deliver goods for carriage, right
of control, and other reasonable or mature provisions of the Rotterdam Rules, and by improving the calculation of
indemnity for loss of or damage to goods, lien on goods, and other provisions with Chinese characteristics. After re-
vision of this Chapter, there still exist several issues that need to be solved through judicial interpretation or other
judicial practices.

Key words :revision of Chinese Maritime Code; contract of carriage of goods by sea; minimum dual regimes; hy-

brid regime; legal succession



