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The Function Expansion and Normative Approach of Climate Change Tort Litigation
MEI Hong

(Law School, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract; Tort litigation provides a familiar option for private parties suffering from the adverse effects of climate
change to resort to justice according to the path of “damage-relief”. Climate change tort litigation can promote the
participation of individuals and environmental protection organizations in environmental supervision, reduce
citizens’ dependence on the initiative of law enforcement agencies, and thus achieve the judicial effect of both com-
pensating victims and helping climate governance. To explore the normative approach of this special type of tort liti-
gation, it is imperative to move beyond the paradigm of tort damage remedy and address such issues as jurisdiction,
choice of law, and principle of liability attribution. In this way, tort litigation can function as a “litigation engine”
within the climate change litigation system, promote public participation, and expand its role in contexts where ad-
ministrative remedies are inadequate. To this end, efforts should be made to strengthen the development of proce-
dural, application of laws, and substantive law norms governing climate change tort litigation, enhance the capacity
of China’s judiciary to adjudicate such cases, and hold respondent entities including transnational corporations lia-
ble for compensating for the loss and damage resulting from climate change.

Key words: climate change tort litigation; transnational corporation; loss and damage resulting from climate

change ; jurisdiction; application of law; principle of liability attribution
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