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On the Logic of Collective Action of the “Global South” in International Treaty Negotiations
Zhang Yanqiang

Abstract: Confronted with the traditional rule system dominated by some Western powers, the “Global South”
demonstrates a distinct logic of collective action in international treaty negotiations. The conclusion of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea represents a pivotal practice through which the Global South advances
a fairer international order at the macro level. At the micro level, the WTO Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies
exemplifies the Global South’s concrete efforts to safeguard its own interests and engage deeply in international
rule-making. Analysis reveals that macro-level practice highlights a power-bargaining approach centered on the
equitable distribution of marine resources, relying on multilateral consultation platforms to manage divergences,
and leveraging numerical superiority and flexible negotiation to achieve outcomes. Micro-level practice, in
contrast, reflects the Global South’s deeper collective aspirations for rights protection, capacity building, and
fairness in rule-making. The action logics at the macro and micro levels are not isolated or discontinuous: Macro-
level order-building secures the development space and discursive space for the Global South, while micro-level
rule contestation provides a concrete articulation of macro-level fairness principles, which reflect a transformation
in the Global South’s collective action from “contesting entitlements” to “contesting rules” within the evolving
landscape of global governance.

Keywords: “Global South”; logic of collective action; Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies; rules game

The Constitutional Debate over Birthright Citizenship: History, Tradition, and the Reconstruction of Civic
Membership
Zheng Ge

Abstract: Constitutional litigation over birthright citizenship in the United States has brought together, within a
single set of cases, questions concerning the acquisition of nationality, immigration governance, equal membership,
and judicial remedies. Trump v. CASA limited nationwide injunctions at the remedial level, while Trump v. Barbara
confirmed at the substantive level that children born in the United States and ordinarily subject to its jurisdiction
do not lose their citizenship under the “Fourteenth Amendment” by reason of their parents’ unlawful or temporary
presence. Examining the constitutional theories of citizenship—Iiberal, republican, and conservative—reveals that
civic membership functions not only as an entry point to rights, but also as a constitutional relationship of rights and
obligations linking public resources, state protection, and public burdens. From a comparative-law perspective, the
American rule of unconditional jus soli possesses a distinctive historical justification, yet it is no longer the prevailing
model today. The dominant contemporary approaches remain jus sanguinis and limited jus soli, which align with the
mainstream modes of modern nationality law.

Keywords: birthright citizenship; acquisition of nationality; genuine connection; equal civic community; public
trust; ethics of responsibility

The Triple Paradox and Logic of the U.S. Critical Mineral Supply Chain Weaponization Strategy
Zhou Guangjun & Wang Xueman

Abstract: In the Trump 2.0 era, building on earlier policies, the U.S. administration has elevated the weaponization
of the critical mineral supply chain to a core geopolitical strategy, attempting to promote the “de-Sinification”
of critical mineral supply chains by reducing midstream dependence and strengthening downstream leverage.
However, this strategy inherently embeds three self-undermining tensions. Thus, although the weaponization of
the U.S. critical mineral supply chain may generate short-term momentum to pressure China and accelerate partial
supply chain reorganization, its long-term effect is destined to be offset by the counterforces it provokes at the
domestic, alliance, and global levels.

Keywords: Trump 2.0; critical minerals; supply chain; weaponization; China-U.S. competition

How Does Criminal Law Intervene in the Family
Wang Like

Abstract: With the increasing diversification of family structures, the application of the concept of “family” in
criminal law faces dilemmas such as normative conflicts, regulatory failure, and functional alienation, reflecting
the collision between traditional ethical order and modern rule-of-law principles. A central issue today is how
to understand the interpretative conflicts surrounding the concept of family in criminal law, balance individual
rights with family ethics, achieve consistency between legal interest protection and systemic coordination, and
accomplish the reconstruction and boundary demarcation of criminal-law familism, thereby realizing the organic
unity of rigid legal intervention and flexible familial autonomy. To this end, it is necessary to shift the concept of
family in criminal law from an identity-based approach to a functionalist approach, emphasize the application of
restorative justice within criminal-law familism, and refine the impact of kinship status on sentencing rules.
Keywords: family structure; criminal law interpretation; functionalism; restorative justice
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