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A Study on the Fundamental Orientation of Ecological and Environmental Law Within the

Independent Knowledge System for Chinese Ecological and Environmental Law
WANG Yurong

(Law School , Fuzhou University , Fuzhou 350108 , China)

Abstract : The fundamental orientation of ecological and environmental law is an unavoidable foundational issue in
constructing the independent knowledge system for Chinese ecological and environmental law. Around this issue,
scholars have mainly developed the right-based theory, the duty-based theory, and the environmental public inter-
est-based theory, among others. However, these theories remain deeply divided, and both their internal justification
and external validation are relatively weak. With the promulgation of the Ecological and Environmental Code, the
question of the fundamental orientation of ecological and environmental law is no longer confined to an abstract theo-
retical debate, but has instead become a practical issue concerning the interpretation and application of the Code. It
is therefore necessary to re-examine the fundamental orientation of ecological and environmental law. In the context
of the new era, the concept of environmental rights is intended to reflect the idea that human beings live within na-
ture and maintain a harmonious and symbiotic relationship with environmental public interests, and coherently ex-
plains the close relationship among environmental rights, environmental duties, and environmental interests. For
this reason, the right-based approach provides the most appropriate choice for the fundamental orientation of ecolog-
ical and environmental law. Establishing environmental rights as the fundamental orientation of ecological and envi-
ronmental law not only helps realize the legislative purpose of the Ecological and Environmental Code in safeguard-
ing public health and ecological and environmental rights and interests, but also promotes the autonomous transfor-
mation of the ecological and environmental law knowledge system, thereby contributing to the construction of the in-
dependent knowledge system for Chinese ecological and environmental law that integrates inheritance and innovation
and possesses stronger discursive influence.

Key words :independent knowledge system for Chinese ecological and environmental law; Ecological and Environ-

mental Code; right-based theory; environmental rights

(TTHERE. B 1)



