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On the Legal Interest Construction of International Crimes in the Rome Statute
LIU Hao
(Law School, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract : When analyzed from the perspective of legal interests, both sovereignty and human rights possess inter-
connected yet independent value connotations. Sovereignty and human rights operate under distinct logics. Focusing
on the four criminal norms—crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity , war crimes, and crimes of aggression as
encompassed in the Rome Statute, sovereignty and human rights, as the two poles of legal interests, exhibit diver-
gent contents at both formal and substantive levels. The legal interests of national sovereignty correspond to the legal
interests of national security under domestic law, while the legal interests in human rights align with the legal inter-
ests of rights under domestic law. The legal interest structure of the four categories of crimes takes the legal interests
of sovereignty and human rights as the first-tier legal interest content, followed by substantive elaboration as the sec-
ond-tier legal interest content. Ultimately, the analysis must return to the first-tier legal interest content to assess the
extent of legal interest infringement upon sovereignty or human rights, thereby facilitating substantive analysis based
on legal interests in addressing issues related to the adjudication of international crimes.
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