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Rules on Capacity-Building and the Transfer of Marine Technology
Under the BBNJ Agreement and China’ s Response

ZHANG Lina, YUE Jiaxing
(Law School , Hainan University , Haikou 570228 , China)

Abstract ; Capacity-building and the transfer of marine technology, as cross-cutting issues, have achieved special-
ized provisions under the BBNJ Agreement. At the rules level, the BBNJ Agreement sets objectives for capacity-
building and the transfer of marine technology, defines the guiding principles of the modality in a* dichotomous”
manner, and seeks to ensure the effective implementation of the rules by establishing three major support mecha-
nisms. From the perspective of legal impact, capacity-building and the transfer of marine technology rules not only
make up for the shortcomings of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in terms of regulation and im-
plementation, but also promote fair and equitable benefit-sharing under the BBNJ Agreement while promoting the
balanced allocation of marine scientific resources between North and South States. As far as the future implementa-
tion of the BBNJ Agreement is concerned, on the one hand, under the guidance of the concept of a maritime com-
munity with a shared future, China should participate in and promote international cooperation in capacity-building
and the transfer of marine technology, and actively advocate the consideration of special needs; on the other hand,
China should consider improving relevant domestic policies and laws, and promote the effective use of support
mechanisms for capacity-building and the transfer of marine technology.

Key words : capacity-building; the transfer of marine technology; BBNJ Agreement; United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea
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