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® See Legal and Technical Commission of International Seabed Authority, Analysis of Regulation 11.2 of the Regulations on Prospecting and Ex-
ploration for Polymetallic Nodules and Polymetallic Sulphides in the Area, ISBA/20/LTC/10, 5 June 2014.
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(D See Towards the Abyss: How the Rush to Deep-Sea Mining Threatens People and Our Planet, Environmental Justice Foundation( March 2023) ,
https : // ejfoundation. org/resources/ downloads/ towards-the-abyss-ejf-deep-sea-mining-report. pdf.
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® See Nauru Seabed Minerals Authority Act 2024, Part.7, https://www.paclii.org/nr/legis/num_act/nsmaa2024332.pdf.

©® See Council of International Seabed Authority, Decision of the Council Relating to a Request for Approval of a Plan of Work for Exploration for
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@ See China Minmetals Corporation, International Seabed Authority, https://isa.org.jm/ contractor/ china-minmetals-corporation.
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©® See Beijing Pioneer Hi-Tech Development Corporation, International Seabed Authority, https://isa.org. jm/ contractor/beijing-pioneer-hi-tech-
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@ See Towards the Abyss: How the Rush to Deep-Sea Mining Threatens People and Our Planet, Environmental Justice Foundation( March 2023) ,
https : // ejfoundation. org/resources/ downloads/ towards-the-abyss-ejf-deep-sea-mining-report. pdf.
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@ See Comparative Study of the Existing National Legislation on Deep Seabed Mining, International Seabed Authority ( November 2021) , https://
www.lsa.org.jm/wp-content/ uploads/2022/04/ Comparative_Study_NL.pdf.
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Research on the Path for Chinese Enterprises to Participate in

International Seabed Area Mining Through Foreign Sponsorship
DONG Shijie'*

(1.School of Law, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China;
2.Southeast China Maritime Governance Laboratory, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: The Area (i.e., the international seabed area) contains abundant mineral resources, and Area mining
has become an ideal solution for China to ensure the security of its critical mineral supply chains. Although China
currently holds the largest number of contract areas and the most complete range of mineral types in the Area global-
ly, it presently only adopts a single approach of sponsorship by itself in the Area. This single approach has three
shortcomings: increasing regulatory pressure, involving anti-trust issues, and failing to mobilize social capital
inflows into the Area mining. By conducting Area mining through foreign sponsorship, Chinese enterprises can not
only address the shortcomings of the single approach but also influence foreign states’ stances on the Area mining
issues. To ensure that Chinese enterprises successfully participate in the Area mining through foreign sponsorship, it
is recommended that priority be given to selecting target countries in Africa to provide sponsorship, applying for
mining through subsidiaries, and strengthening legal risk prevention measures.

Key words ; Chinese enterprises; Area mining; foreign sponsorship; contractor
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