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The Connotation and Normative Structure of Unified Confirmation and Registration of

Natural Resources from the Perspective of the Ecological and Environmental Code
FENG Jia

(Civil, Commercial and Economic Law School, Gansu University of

Political Science and Law, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract; Although the unified confirmation and registration system of natural resources has been incorporated into
the Ecological and Environmental Code, its connotation has not yet been clearly defined. The system aims to tackle
the “tragedy of the commons” triggered by the “absence of designated owners” and “ambiguous ownership bounda-
ries” of natural resources in China, and lays a foundation for the state to conduct effective natural resource manage-
ment and ecological and environmental protection by clarifying the attribution of rights, obligations and responsibili-
ties concerning natural resources. As a fundamental institution in China’ s institutional system of natural resource as-
sets property rights and even ecological and environmental protection, it is supposed to further expand its scope of
application through legislative improvement on the basis of the realization of ecological product values stipulated in
the Code. Since the Code has not yet established the basic framework for this system, it is necessary to standardize
the core elements via perfecting relevant legislation: the objects of confirmation and registration should cover the
ownership of natural resources and the regulatory power over natural ecological spaces; the registration contents
should include the rights-holding entities, corresponding obligations and duties, as well as information on natural
conditions ; and the legal effect of registration shall refer to the probative force possessed by administrative confirma-
tion registration.

Key words : unified confirmation and registration of natural resources; Ecological and Environmental Code; realiza-

tion of ecological product values; ecological value; property rights system of natural resource assets
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